	Core Values of Global Professional Journalism

adapted from the Poynter Institute
Accuracy, independence, fairness, transparency, professional responsibility: Many would argue that this list is too abbreviated, but polls of professional journalists around the world show these five to be the most critical and fundamental. From each of these values comes a list of corresponding standards and practices. These guidelines are not intended as a statement of industry standards, or to suggest proposing a legal burden on any publisher. Instead, this is a dynamic document aimed at providing guidance in a constantly changing environment.

VALUES

As a citizen, I am hungry--as I’m sure you are--for excellence and integrity in the practices of craft and the practical leadership of successful businesses. These values stand for a journalism that informs citizens, builds community, and enlightens public discourse. These values include journalism is all its forms--print, TV, radio, visual, online, and other forms of new media on the horizon.

Accuracy. We do our best to make sure that everything we publish is true. This ranges from the relatively easily confirmed (the spelling of names) to the nuanced and more debatable (characterizations of various political initiatives). Our commitment means we value journalistic accuracy above creative impact in all forms of the journalism we practice--in photographs and design and sound and video clips as well as in articles. We do our best to be inclusive in our coverage to reflect a wide range of perspectives and experiences. 
Independence. We do our best to avoid conflicts of interest and to remain free of influences that might interfere with reporting and publishing what is accurate, fair, transparent, professional, and helpful.
 
Fairness. We do our best to act justly, to respect people, to respect privacy, to minimize harm, and to keep our promises. We do our best to present different points of view in ways that adherents of various perspectives judge to be accurate. These guidelines serve as checks and balances on the perspectives and personal biases that each of us brings to decisions we make. 

Transparency. We do our best to shed light on our own journalistic processes, explaining how and why we make sometimes controversial reporting and publishing decisions. We do our best to disclose relevant information that may have influenced or affected our reporting and publishing decisions. 

Professional Responsibility. We do our best to reflect the professional standards of high quality, good taste, and genuine regard for others. We ask our readers to share the burden of this responsibility by holding us accountable to the values we profess. We also ask our audience to help us create an interactive community characterized by civil, respectful discussion in feedback online and other venues. We do our best to encourage dialogue, believing that the ends of journalism and democracy are best served when adherents of opposing points of view discover means of effective communication.

STANDARDS AND PRACTICES
Accuracy. 

Standard: We maintain high standards of reporting, writing, and editing in order to produce work that is as error-free as possible.

Practice: We create and edit our journalism in ways aimed at anticipating problem areas, reducing mistakes, and correcting them as quickly and transparently as we can. We encourage the audience to report errors. We provide timely response, clear corrections, and prominent acknowledgement that a mistake was made and addressed. We credit the authors and creators of the various forms of journalism we publish. We apply appropriate scrutiny to work by staff and contributing writers to prevent plagiarism, intentional or otherwise. We do not intentionally mislead with words or images. We do not deliberately deceive as we gather information.

Independence. 

Standard: We avoid placing ourselves in relationships or circumstances that would jeopardize our independence.

Practice: We do not enter into relationships that compromise our work in our reporting or publishing. We do not accept gifts from individuals or organizations that are the focus of coverage in our publications (or may be in the future). This practice also applies to individuals and vendors who do business with us or may do so in the future. 

Fairness.
Standard: We strive to be fair in what we publish and in the ways in which we interact with subjects and consumers of our coverage. We do our best to acknowledge relevant points of view and represent them in an even-handed way, especially when they conflict with our own.

Practice: We invite scrutiny of our coverage and behavior in the context of these guidelines. And we respond promptly and meaningfully. 

Transparency.
Standard: We go out of our way to disclose information that our constituents and critics may find relevant, useful, and helpful about the way we do business – and publish.

Practice: We provide readers with sufficient information about who we are, how we work, how we are financed, etc. to provide meaningful context for them to assess and judge the material we publish. 

Professional Responsibility. 

Standard: We stand for high quality journalism, good taste, and genuine regard for the subjects and consumers of what we publish.
Practice: We produce high quality journalism that reflects our best assessment of what constitutes meaningful information. We demonstrate genuine regard for the subjects and consumers of our publishing, treating them with respect. We strive to create a community of journalists marked by civil and respectful exchange--even in the midst of sharp disagreement.


