General Information
Registration

Registration for all participants will take place on Saturday, October 18 from 3:00 pm to 5:00 p.m, in the Lobby of Hotel Acropol: http://www.classicalhotels.com/?siteid=6 
Early Arrivals/Late Departures  

If your travel plans require that you arrive or depart beyond the Institute dates, you will be responsible for your own accommodations. The Greek Association for Atlantic and European Cooperation will be more than happy to help you finding accommodation for any extra night but cannot be responsible for the payment. Therefore, we encourage participants to arrive on October 18 and leave on October 26. A travel information form was included with your acceptance letter and needs to be returned to The Fund for American Studies or the Greek Association for Atlantic and European Cooperation prior to your arrival.  

Entry to Greece  

You may be required to obtain an entry visa to enter Greece.  It is necessary that you call your regional Greek embassy or consulate for visa regulations as soon as possible. Journalists from the European Union, United States and Israel do not need a visa to enter Greece.  

An official letter of invitation signed by Mr. Theodossis Georgiou, Chairman of the Greek Association for Atlantic and European Cooperation will be sent to all participants needing a visa.  You will need this letter to obtain a visa or any other entry documents.  We recommend that you carry this letter with you as you travel.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Using Taxis During the Institute 

There are about 14.000 taxis in Athens. It is easy to stop a cab in Athens you just flag when you see it.

	Taxi Tariff Valid 
	EURO

	Start of the meter - Flat rate
	€1.00

	Minimum Charge for Athens & Thessaloniki
	€2.65

	Regular call for immediate service
	€1.60

	Appointment call
	€2.65

	To/From Athens International Airport "Eleftherios Venizelos"
	€3.20

	Baggage over 10kg. each
	€0.32


Public Transportation
Omonoia Square (the location of the hotel) is one of the central squares in Athens and is extremely well served by public transportation. In the square you can find Metro, Buses and Trolleys. The Metro is the best way to get around Athens. The Transportation system inside the city of Athens functions nowadays through integrated tickets. These tickets are valid for 90 minutes in any mean of transportation, or in a combination of several of them (e.g.: Metro plus Bus; Bus plus Trolley, etc), as long as the journey takes less then 90 minutes. The tickets can be purchased inside the Metro stations or in Kiosks spread all around the Omonoia square, as well as, throughout all Athens, costing 0,80 Euro each.
Night transportation 

The metro does not run after midnight. Therefore, when returning to the hotel after midnight, one must take a night tram (only until Syntagma Square) or bus until Omonia square. Night trams function from midnight until 5:00 a.m. Nights Trams or Buses do not provide a very efficient service; therefore the best alternative is by Taxi. Prices of Taxis double after midnight.
Housing

There will be two participants assigned to each room.  Each room is air conditioned and has a private bathroom.  In order to promote cross-cultural exchange, roommates will be assigned so that journalists from the same country are not rooming together. Individuals who smoke are asked to limit their smoking to areas outside their room unless roommates give permission to smoke in the room. The hotel has a wireless network inside the rooms, to which the participants can access with their own Laptops. If you do not have a Laptop, there are paid internet connections in the Hotel.
Telephone Calls and Emergency Contact Information

In case of an emergency, family or friends can contact The Fund for American Studies in Washington, DC. or the offices of the Greek Association for Atlantic & European Cooperation in Athens. Representatives will immediately inform Institute staff. You can also contact directly the hotel where the participants will be hosted during the Institute at + 30 210 52 82 100. The Fund for American Studies can be contacted by phone at 001-202-986-0384 or by fax at 001-202-986-0390 and the Greek Association for Atlantic & European Cooperation can be contacted by phone at + 30 210 865 5979 or by fax at + 30 210 865 4742.  

Meals

Breakfast will be provided each day at the hotel. Some lunches and dinners will be provided by the Institute. At other times, journalists will be on their own for lunch or dinner.
What to Bring
In class, you may dress casually. There will be several occasions where you will need to wear professional clothing (suits and ties for men, dresses or suits for women).  Make sure you have a pair of comfortable walking shoes for tours and sightseeing. The weather in Athens in late October is a typical Mediterranean autumn. You should expect some rain and temperatures around 10 – 20 celcius (50 – 68 Fahrenheit). 
Please bring your press credentials.  It may allow discounts for museums, travel and other activities.

Participants should bring notebooks, paper and writing instruments for classes.  

Medical Insurance

Most countries have bilateral agreements with Greece for recognition of medical insurance.  Check with your health insurer to see what their policy is for international travel; insurance may be limited to emergency room coverage only.  ISIC holders are offered a helpful travel insurance policy (see International Student Identity Card below).  Have your local insurance agency (or Social Security depending upon the case) provide you with the appropriate forms you should carry with you in case you need medical care.  
Changing Money

Bring cash and keep it in the room safe or the safe at the hotel reception. Change just enough money at the Athens International Airport upon your arrival to pay for the express bus to the center of Athens (3,20 Euro per person), the metro (see fares in Logistics file) or a taxi (not more than 30 Euro into town) as well as for any expenses you will have that day if you arrive in the evening (dinner, a drink etc.)
Exchange money at exchange offices that you will find in the center of Athens and in most major tourist destinations, most of the time they have a lower exchange rate than banks but they do not charge a commission fee resulting in a more favourable exchange for you than with the higher exchange rate and the commission fee of banks. You will find them mostly around Syntagma Square, Plaka, Omonia and Monastiraki

Institute Staff 

Throughout the Institute, there will be several Institute staff members constantly around,  available to assist you: Ms. Michelle Jeffress, Director of International Programs, can assist you with any questions about the academic program. Mr. Emanuel Baptista, G.A.A.E.C. can assist you with questions pertaining to the Institute or faculty and any issues with the Hotel, public transportation, etc.  
. 
Questions

If you have additional questions before arriving, please contact Ms. Michelle Jeffress at The Fund for American Studies at telephone number 001-202-986-0384, fax number 001-202-986-8930, or email at michelle@tfas.org. Or, you may contact Mr. Emanuel Baptista of The Greek Association for Atlantic & European Cooperation at telephone number +30-210-865 5979, fax number +30-210-865 4742, or email at education@gaaec.org
 
