2009 International Institute of Political and Economic Studies
Course Syllabus-Professor Antony T. Sullivan: 
Political Philosophy and International Affairs
Course Description:

This course will grapple with the direction and meaning of history, explore possible causes and patterns of historical change, and analyze assorted notions of societal and civilizational pluralism.  Particular attention will be given to what might be termed the “tragedy” of politics, and to the often cruel way in which the world works. Liberty, limited government, a rule of law, and individual rights within the social order will be given particular attention.  There will be both lectures and discussions.  Lectures will be delivered on the political thought of Samuel P. Huntington, ibn Khaldun, and Alexis de Tocqueville.  Discussions of the lectures and the assigned readings will focus on issues relevant to contemporary international relations, democracy, economic development, and the fostering of cooperation rather than conflict among nations, peoples, and civilizations.
It is EXTREMELY IMPORTANT that all students read the assigned selections carefully, ideally before they arrive in Greece, since no effective participation in the discussions will be possible without the readings being done and absorbed before each discussion section meets.  STUDENTS WILL NOT PASS THE FINAL EXAMINATION UNLESS THEY ARE ABLE TO DEMONSTRATE ON THEIR EXAM THAT THEY HAVE INDEED DONE THE READING AND ARE ABLE TO DISCUSS MEANINGFULLY ISSUES THAT HAVE BEEN RAISED IN CLASS.  A significant part of the final grade will depend not only on the student’s mastery of the arguments of the lectures but on his or her contribution to our discussions and debate, inside of class and out.  Professor Sullivan will be available for consultation with students informally throughout the program.
Readings have consciously been selected to stimulate discussion and debate. However, in one fashion or another, all of the readings relate to the larger themes with which we will be dealing.  The readings should be approached in the context of all of the above.
Some brief, general remarks may be in order.  First, there is no “right” or “wrong” answer to many of the issues with which we will be dealing.  All of them relate to the nature and “tragedy” of the human condition, in all cultures and in all ages.  Consequently (and quite unlike what is emphasized in many of the educational systems from which students come), “memorization” is not a priority at IIPES.  Rather, ANALYSIS, discussion, and argument are.  All this may seem strange to many students.  However, experience has shown that everyone quickly catches on to the perhaps unique opportunity that IIPES offers, exemplifying as it does the best of American “liberal arts” education.  If students take away from IIPES only an understanding of the liberal arts approach, that alone will have made their summer worthwhile.



Study Questions

Small groups of students will meet with Professor Sullivan to discuss the three thinkers on whom he delivers lectures.  To facilitate discussion in those smaller sections, the following questions are suggested for students to think about before they come to class.

Huntington

Does the idea of “civilization, or “culture,” make any sense to you?

Are you satisfied with the way Professor Huntington defines civilization?  If not, why not?

Does the idea of different “civilizations” within the continent of Europe make sense?  Is religion truly an important civilizational marker?  If not, why not?

Has the idea of “nation-state” lost at least some of its meaning?  What about the idea of “ideology”?

Are “civilizations” static?  To what degree do you believe that both civilizational and personal redefinition are constantly occurring? Is Western civilization “alienating?”

Or is the issue not one of separate, discrete, and colliding “civilizations” but rather the “civilizational” collisions that constantly occur within the minds of an increasing number of discrete individuals throughout the world? 

Can one ever (really) “go home again,” after studying at foreign institutions, such as (for example) IIPES?
What is the relationship (if any) of Huntington’s original thesis to (for example) contemporary American foreign policy? Are Huntington’s ideas still basically valid?  Do they now need major revision?
What do you believe are the future prospects for the “civilization” from which you come?

Ibn Khaldun

What are the basic polarities that ibn Khaldun identifies in the social structure of his times?

What is Asabiyyah, and why was it important for ibn Khaldun?

Does the notion of Asabiyyah have relevance today?  If so, how and why?  What group or groups might be identified today as playing the same social role as ibn Khaldun argued that Bedouins did in his time?

What are the lineaments of ibn Khaldun’s philosophy of history?  What role does the notion of “generations” play in it?

How would you describe ibn Khaldun’s notion of political economy?

What impact does ibn Khaldun see taxation having on economic development?

What role did ibn Khaldun see for the state in the economy?  Is government a part of the solution or part of the problem in his opinion?
Why has there been so little attention devoted to ibn Khaldun by Arab and Muslim scholars in the centuries since his death?





Alexis de Tocqueville

In Tocqueville’s opinion, is democracy a blessing or a curse? Or is the question more complicated than such a polarity might suggest?

What dangers does Tocqueville see political “majorities” potentially presenting?  Why?

What is Tocqueville’s notion of the separation of political power?  In his view, is such division good or bad?

What is Tocqueville’s idea about religion?  Does he consider religion important, and if so, why?

What does Tocqueville have to say about equality of condition?  Is he for it or against it, and on what bases?

What does Tocqueville see as the relationship between democracy and liberty?  Is this relationship a problematic one?  What role does political centralization “uniformity” play?
In Tocqueville’s opinion, are democracies inherently “conservative?”  If so, what role does private property play in this orientation?
What factors have contributed to maintenance of a democratic republic in the United States?

What did Tocqueville perceive as the prospects of democracy?  Would it be proper today to extend Tocqueville’s forecast to the entire world?

What do Samuel Huntington, ibn Khaldun, and Alexis de Tocqueville have in common, if anything?

I look forward to seeing all of you in Greece!
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